
SS-EN 16751 Biobaserade produkter – Håll-
barhetskriterier är en europeisk standard 
framtagen på mandat av Kommissionen som 
en del av Lead Market Initiative. 

Syftet med denna standard (och övriga 
mandaterade standarder för biobaserade 
produkter) är att främja biobaserade produk-
ter och att vara ett steg på vägen mot att göra 
EU världsledande inom bioekonomin.

Standarden gäller samtliga biobaserade 
produkter från alla typer av biomassa, det 
innebär att den är ganska övergripande och 
ger grunden för ett systematiskt arbetssätt 
snarare än att gå in på detaljer eller sätta 
gränsvärden. Den här handboken ger väg-
ledning kring hur standarden kan appliceras 
på svensk skogsråvara. Detta hjälper både 

de som vill rapportera enligt standarden och 
de som vill kravställa med den som grund. 
Handboken kan även användas som en kun-
skapskälla om svenskt skogsbruk.

SIS har projektlett arbetet med hand-
boken, i arbetet har även dessa organisatio-
ner deltagit: Bergvik skog, BillerudKorsnäs, 
Domsjö Adityabirla, Energiföretagen Sverige, 
Essity, Holmen, LRF, Mondi, Riksbyggen, 
SCA, Sekab, Setra, Skogsindustrierna, Svea-
skog, Södra Skogsägarna och Upphandlings-
myndigheten.

Denna handbok är framtagen som en del 
av projektet Hållbarhetskriterier och livscykel-
analys för skogsbruk inom ramen för det strate-
giska innovationsprogrammet BioInnovation.
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BioInnovation är ett strategiskt innovationsprogram 
initierat av Skogsindustrierna, IKEM och TEKO. 
Programmet finansieras av Vinnova, Energimyndig-
heten och Formas samt de intressenter från närings-
liv, akademi, institut och offentlig sektor som deltar. 
Målet är att öka förädlingsvärdet och konkurrens-
kraften i den svenska biobaserade sektorn genom att 
skapa bästa möjliga förutsättningar för att ta fram 
nya biobaserade material, produkter och tjänster. 
www.bioinnovation.se

Sustainability criteria  
Within the sub-project Sustainability Criteria, a national 
handbook for EN 16751:2016 Bio-based products — Sus-
tainability Criteria was produced. The standard contains 
principles, criteria, and indicators and gives a framework 
for sustainability communication. The handbook is a help 
to apply the standard in a simpler and more uniform way 
for Swedish forest raw materials. It was developed in 
consensus by a broad collection of experts from the enti-
re forest value chain, and the sub-project was led by SIS.

The handbook does not replace existing forest certi-
fication systems as it does not set any threshold values. 
Instead, the focus is on systematic reporting of the 
organisations’ sustainability performance. The handbook 
is helpful for anyone who wants to meet the standard in 
their forestry, it can act as a source of knowledge about 
Swedish forestry, and it can provide benefits for the enti-
re value chain in various ways.

It is available in Swedish and the translated title is: 
Sustainability aspects for Swedish forest raw materials 
- Guidance to SS-EN 16751:2016 Bio-based products — 
Sustainability criteria

Sustainability criteria and life 
cycle assessment for forestry

Background and scope of the project
Standards for bio-based products have been developed 
on a mandate from of the European Commission (DG 
GROW) to promote the growth of a bioeconomy in Europe.

To develop and facilitate implementation under 
Swedish conditions, the project Sustainability criteria and 
life cycle assessment for forestry was initiated.

The project was coordinated by the Swedish Institute 
for Standards, SIS.

The project aims to strengthen Swedish bio-based 
industry by raising the status of bio-based products. 
Through more transparent communication regarding 
sustainability along with credible and relevant data on 
Swedish forest raw materials, the Swedish industry can 
gain market advantages internationally. The project had 
three parts; sustainability criteria, product category rules 
and datasets. It resulted in proactive and early interpre-
tations of the standards based on a Swedish approach to 
forestry.

Project partners: Bergvik skog (until the company was 
divided and terminated in 2018), BillerudKorsnäs, Domsjö 
Adityabirla, Swedenergy, Essity, Holmen, IVL, The Fede-
ration of Swedish Farmers, Mondi (during the start-up of 
the project), Riksbyggen, RISE, SCA, Sekab, Setra, SIS, 
Skogforsk, Swedish Forest Industries, Sveaskog, Södra, 
and The National Agency for Public Procurement.

Ny handbok

The standard and the handbook cover general aspects as well as environ-
mental, social, and economic aspects. The purpose of the handbook is to 
create a transparent and systematic approach for providing qualitative 
information about the organisation’s sustainability performance.

Sustainability criteria 
and life cycle assessment 

for forestry – a project within 
the strategic innovation 
program BioInnovation – 

will strengthen the 
Swedish forest industry.

Sustainability criteria 
and life cycle assessment 

for forestry – a project within 
the strategic innovation 
program BioInnovation – 

will strengthen the 
Swedish forest industry.



Product Category Rules (PCR) 

Today, Life cycle assessment (LCA) is a well-establis-
hed tool for assessing products’ environmental perfor-
mance, and is used in a wide variety of contexts, from 
marketing of ones’ own products and product develop-
ment to policymaking and in research. Common rules 
for LCA calculations, so-called product category rules 
(PCR), were identified as a starting point for a broader 
use of the LCA results in different contexts.

An inventory and analysis of existing calculation 
rules for the three basic assortments of sawn timber, 
pulpwood and energy assortment showed that many 
PCRs for products based on forest raw materials only 
state that forestry should be considered, but not how 
this should be done. Through the developed common 
PCR, the LCA calculations will now be easier to carry 
out and give more credible and comparable results.

The sub-projects on Product Category Rules were 
led by IVL and Skogforsk.

The PCR on Basic products from forestry was deve-
loped within the EPD system and have been subject to 
public consultation and review and by EPD 
International. The PCR document is published and 
publicly available at the EPD website. 

See: www.environdec.com/PCR/Detail/?Pcr=17807 

Product category rules for forest raw 
materials have been developed by IVL 
and Skogforsk in close collaboration 
with the project partners.

Generic datasets are an important 
basis for LCA calculations. The pro-
ject participants will continue to work 
with these in different ways.

Datasets

Both primary and secondary/generic data are used to 
perform an LCA. At present, many of the generic data 
used are old and some data are missing. If existing 
secondary data are used, the calculations would 
probably give a poorer result than the case would be 
in reality.

The project has therefore worked to produce 
generic datasets for four basic assortments from the 
forest: timber, pulpwood, GROT (branches and tops) 
and other energy assortments.

This sub-project was carried out by RISE and Skog-
forsk in close collaboration with IVL and the compa-
nies in the project.

The results are project-internal and will be used by 
the project participants for further testing and may 
eventually become publicly available.

The project Sustainability criteria and life cycle assess-
ment for forestry was funded by BioInnovation and the 
project partners. Read more at: www.bioinnovation.se/
en/projekt/sustainability-criteria-and-life-cycle-as-
sessment-for-forestry/ 

BioInnovation is a strategic innovation program initiated by the Forest 
Industries, IKEM and TEKO. The program is financed by Vinnova, the 
Swedish Energy Agency and Formas as well as the participating stake-
holders. The goal is to create the best possible conditions for increasing 
the pace of innovation. We do this by connecting ideas, actors and capital 
to create competitive and bio-based materials, products and services.

W W W . B I O I N N O V A T I O N . S E / E N

www.bioinnovation.se/en/projekt/sustainability-criteria-and-life-cycle-assessment-for-forestry/
https://www.bioinnovation.se/en/
https://www.environdec.com/PCR/Detail/?Pcr=17807



