
SS-EN 16751 Biobaserade produkter – Håll-
barhetskriterier är en europeisk standard 
framtagen på mandat av Kommissionen som 
en del av Lead Market Initiative. 

Syftet med denna standard (och övriga 
mandaterade standarder för biobaserade 
produkter) är att främja biobaserade produk-
ter och att vara ett steg på vägen mot att göra 
EU världsledande inom bioekonomin.

Standarden gäller samtliga biobaserade 
produkter från alla typer av biomassa, det 
innebär att den är ganska övergripande och 
ger grunden för ett systematiskt arbetssätt 
snarare än att gå in på detaljer eller sätta 
gränsvärden. Den här handboken ger väg-
ledning kring hur standarden kan appliceras 
på svensk skogsråvara. Detta hjälper både 

de som vill rapportera enligt standarden och 
de som vill kravställa med den som grund. 
Handboken kan även användas som en kun-
skapskälla om svenskt skogsbruk.

SIS har projektlett arbetet med hand-
boken, i arbetet har även dessa organisatio-
ner deltagit: Bergvik skog, BillerudKorsnäs, 
Domsjö Adityabirla, Energiföretagen Sverige, 
Essity, Holmen, LRF, Mondi, Riksbyggen, 
SCA, Sekab, Setra, Skogsindustrierna, Svea-
skog, Södra Skogsägarna och Upphandlings-
myndigheten.

Denna handbok är framtagen som en del 
av projektet Hållbarhetskriterier och livscykel-
analys för skogsbruk inom ramen för det strate-
giska innovationsprogrammet BioInnovation.
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BioInnovation är ett strategiskt innovationsprogram 
initierat av Skogsindustrierna, IKEM och TEKO. 
Programmet finansieras av Vinnova, Energimyndig-
heten och Formas samt de intressenter från närings-
liv, akademi, institut och offentlig sektor som deltar. 
Målet är att öka förädlingsvärdet och konkurrens-
kraften i den svenska biobaserade sektorn genom att 
skapa bästa möjliga förutsättningar för att ta fram 
nya biobaserade material, produkter och tjänster. 
www.bioinnovation.se

Contents of the handbook 
The handbook puts the principles, criteria, and indi-
cators of the standard in a Swedish context through 
introductory general texts and for each indicator there 
is detailed guidance and suggested answers to the in-
dicator. By following the Swedish laws, the organisation 
reaches a certain level. 

The rules and regulations alongside common prac-
tices in forest management in Sweden is taken for 
granted within the forestry but not necessarily obvious 
outside the sector, for other raw materials, or for forest 
raw materials from other countries.

The purpose of the handbook is to create transparency 
and to give organisations the possibility to provide quali-
tative information about their sustainability work.

It is each individual organisation that responds to 
the indicators and the handbook should be seen as a 
guidance and help, not the solution. To meet the requi-
rements in the standard, one often needs to understand 
and describe the conditions, therefore the handbook 
begins with a section describing Swedish forestry.

New handbook describes the 
sustainability aspects of forest raw 
materials from Swedish forestry

Background and purpose of the handbook  
The standard EN 16751: 2016 Bio-based products — 
Sustainability criteria contains principles, criteria, and 
indicators applicable to all bio-based raw materials.

The standard was developed on a mandate from 
the European Commission (DG GROW) to promote the 
development of a bioeconomy in Europe. It’s a process 
standard, i.e. based on a systematic approach, and 
contains general questions which need to be answered 
by those who want to meet the standard.

The standard provides a framework and does not 
include thresholds, instead it provides an opportunity 
for qualitative communication.

In order to respond to the standard in a simpler and 
more uniform way for Swedish forest raw materials, a 
national handbook was produced in close collabora-
tion with the project partners. The handbook builds on 
the standard and facilitates the implementation for 
Swedish forestry.

The handbook does not address further indicators 
than those in the standard and does not replace exis-
ting forest certification systems, instead it serves as a 
support to the users of the standard.

The handbook was developed within the project 
Sustainability criteria and life cycle assessment 
for forestry as a part of the strategic innovation 
program BioInnovation.

Ny handbok

The standard and the handbook cover general requirements  
(e.g. reporting limits) and environmental, social and economic 
aspects, such as: greenhouse gases, biodiversity, working  
conditions, land use rights, and fair business practices.



Project process 

The project started with a feasibility study commissio-
ned by the strategic innovation program BioInnovation. 

An invitation was given to a broad range of relevant 
organisations to participate, and the framework for the 
project was set.

The feasibility study and the recent project, Sustai-
nability criteria and life cycle assessment for forestry 
was coordinated by the Swedish Institute for Stan-
dards, SIS. The handbook has been developed within 
the sub-project Sustainability criteria. 

The participants in the sub-project have together 
agreed on the document, and the ambition was to 
produce a neutral handbook that refers to authorities 
and/or science. NGOs were not partners in the project 
but were involved in the development of the standard.

The following organisations were part of the 
sub-project together with SIS; Bergvik skog (until the 
company was divided and terminated in 2018), Bille-
rudKorsnäs, Domsjö Adityabirla, Swedenergy, Essity, 
Holmen, The Federation of Swedish Farmers, Mondi 
(during the start-up of the project), Riksbyggen, SCA, 
Sekab, Setra, Swedish Forest Industries, Sveaskog, 
Södra, and The National Agency for Public Procure-
ment. The handbook was also sent out for consultation 
to a number of important stakeholders who were not 
participating in the project.

Target group and use of the 
handbook 

The handbook is written for anyone who wants to meet 
the standard in their forestry. However, it can also be 
useful throughout the value chain and sellers of forest 
raw materials and forest products can use the hand-
book to answer customers’ various questions. 

It is also suitable for buyers who want to set requi-
rements but do not exactly know how or which aspects 
are the most important ones.

The handbook also serves as a source of knowledge 
about Swedish forestry.

The handbook is available in Swedish in printed 
format and as an e-book and can be found on the SIS 
website, see: www.sis.se/tk565.

The project Sustainability criteria and life cycle assess-
ment for forestry was funded by BioInnovation and the 
project partners. Read more at: www.bioinnovation.se/
en/projekt/sustainability-criteria-and-life-cycle-as-
sessment-for-forestry/ 

The handbook was developed in 
consensus by a broad collection 
of experts from the entire forest 
value chain.

The handbook can be useful 
throughout the value chain in 
various ways. It is available in 
Swedish on the SIS website.

BioInnovation is a strategic innovation program initiated by the Forest 
Industries, IKEM and TEKO. The program is financed by Vinnova, the 
Swedish Energy Agency and Formas as well as the participating stake-
holders. The goal is to create the best possible conditions for increasing 
the pace of innovation. We do this by connecting ideas, actors and capital 
to create competitive and bio-based materials, products and services.
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